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DETAILED ACTION 



1. 



Claims 1-5 are pending for examination. 



2. 



Claims 1-5 are rejected. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 



The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 



3. Claims 1-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Kuzma, U.S. 
Patent 5,771,355. 



property information obtaining means for obtaining property information of 

an image data set to be managed [figures 1-6 and associated descriptions, 
whereas the creation of email messages (i.e., source email client/terminal application 
GUI 'obtaining means *) and associated attachments (i.e., photographs, image files in 
various appropriate formats, etc.,) such that creation of the email/attachments include 
the creation of associated properties involved in the authorship, forwarding, security 
(i.e., cryptographic encryption/decryption), management, compression 
parameters/protocols, storage (source and destination with associated references versus 



4. 



As per claim 1; "An image data management apparatus comprising: 
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the content alone aspects), clearly encompasses the claimed limitations as broadly 
interpreted by the examiner.], 

security processing method setting means for setting a security processing method for 

each of items of the property information [figures 1-6 and associated 
descriptions, whereas the creation of email messages/associated attachments inclusive of 
associated properties involved in the security (i.e., cryptographic security 
policy/encryption/decryption), clearly encompasses the claimed limitations as broadly 
interpreted by the examiner.], 

security processing means for carrying out security processing on 
each of the items of the property information according to 

the security processing method that has been set [figures 1-6 and 
associated descriptions, whereas the creation of email messages/associated 
attachments inclusive of associated properties involved in the security (i.e., 
cryptographic security policy/encryption/decryption), clearly encompasses the 
claimed limitations as broadly interpreted by the examiner.], 

attachment means for attaching 

the property information having been subjected to 

the security processing to the image data set [figures 1-6 and associated 
descriptions, whereas the creation of email messages/associated attachments 
inclusive of associated properties involved in the security (i.e., cryptographic 
security policy/encryption/decryption) at the properties/content 
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creation/transfer/storage level clearly encompasses the claimed limitations as 

broadly interpreted by the examiner.], and 
image data storage means for storing the image data set 

attached with the property information [figures 1-6 and associated descriptions, 
whereas the creation of email messages/associated attachment(s) inclusive of associated 
properties involved in the security (i.e., cryptographic security 
policy/encryption/decryption) at the properties/content creation/transfer/storage level, 
clearly encompasses the claimed limitations as broadly interpreted by the examiner.] ". 

5. Claim 2 additionally recites the limitation that; "An image data management apparatus as 
defined in claim 1, further comprising: 
attachment decision means for 

setting whether each of the items of the property information 
is attached to the image data set; and 
property information storage means for storing, in relation to the image data set, 
the item or items of the property information 
that have been set to be not attached, 
wherein the attachment means attaches only 

the remaining items of the property information that 
have been set to be attached 
The teachings of Kuzma suggest such limitations (figures 1-6 and associated descriptions, 
whereas the creation of email messages/associated attachments inclusive of associated properties 
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involved in the authorship (i.e., properties of, and content context aspects in terms of what does 
and does not get attached/specified) at the properties/content creation/transfer/storage level, 
clearly encompasses the claimed limitations as broadly interpreted by the examiner.). 

6. Claim 3 additionally recites the limitation that; "An image data management apparatus as 
defined in claim 1, wherein 

the security processing method that can be set by the security processing method setting 
means refers to 

no processing, 

encryption processing, or 

electronic watermark processing.". 
The teachings of Kuzma suggest such limitations (figures 1-6 and associated descriptions, 
whereas the creation of email messages/associated attachments inclusive of associated properties 
involved in the security (i.e., cryptographic security policy/encryption/decryption selection and 
parameter specifics), clearly encompasses the claimed limitations as broadly interpreted by the 
examiner.). 

7. Claim 4 additionally recites the limitation that; "An image data management apparatus as 
defined in claim 1, wherein 

the image data storage means and the property information storage means are 
connected to each other via a network.". 
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The teachings of Kuzma suggest such limitations (figures 1-6 and associated descriptions, 
whereas the creation of email messages/associated attachment(s) inclusive of associated 
properties involved in the transfer/storage (inherent internal node cache/buffer and application 
specific storage as files, etc.,) at the properties/content creation/transfer/storage level as 
concerned with the associated information/files references (i.e., URLs, reference pointers, etc.,) 
so transferred across the network at a LAN, WAN Internet, etc., level, clearly encompasses the 
claimed limitations as broadly interpreted by the examiner.). 

8. Claim 5 additionally recites the limitation that; "An image data management apparatus as 
defined in any one of claims 1 to 4, wherein 
the property information includes 

an item representing a parameter of image processing 
to be carried out on the image data set.". 
The teachings of Kuzma suggest such limitations (figures 1-6 and associated descriptions, 
whereas the creation of email messages/associated attachments inclusive of associated properties 
involved in the authorship (i.e., properties of, and content context aspects in terms of what does 
and does not get attached/specified) at the properties/content creation/transfer/storage level, and 
rendering aspects (i.e., MPEG, JPEG, file characteristics/parameters, linked image object URLs, 
compression, etc.,), clearly encompasses the claimed limitations as broadly interpreted by the 
examiner.). 
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Conclusion 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from examiner 
should be directed to Ronald Baum, whose telephone number is (571) 272-3861, and whose 
unofficial Fax number is (571) 273-3861 and unofficial email is Ronald.baum@uspto.gov. The 
examiner can normally be reached Monday through Thursday from 8:00 AM to 5:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ayaz Sheikh, can be reached at (571) 272-3795. The Fax number for the organization 
where this application is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. For more information for 
unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the 
PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Ronald Baum 
Patent Examin< 



